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:

Parametric Syntax of Trendy Expressions in
Hong Kong

Au Yeung Wai Hoo Ben

Abstract The past 50 years has seen several eras of how to explain languages in linguistic
theory (Chomsky, 2005). Despite this, the spirit behind is to use principles and parameters to
explain the similarities and the differences of languages. In this connection, this paper aims to
compare trendy expressions in Hong Kong and adjective-noun phrases in Cantonese. It will be
shown that these two sets of data are seen as a cluster of properties in terms of verb raising to the
light verb AT in syntax.

Keywords trendy expressions, adjective-noun phrases, light verb
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